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The President is now contemplating making next troop with- 
drawal on either Friday, November 12 or alternatively on Monday, 

A 

November 15, Venue will probably be informal press conference in 
. his office which will touch upon other issues as well* Announcement will 
be consistent with that mentioned to you by Haig during his recent visit. 

It 'would be limited to cover two month period and include a stepup in 
withdrawal rate from current average to 20, 000 per month during 
December and January. You will recall Haig also mentioned this concept 
to Thieu while avoiding reference to specific rates of withdrawal and 
merely stating it would represent some increase in current rates. I will 

keep you posted as plans this week become firm. 
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We have noted some press speculation in wake of Secretary 
Laird 1 s visit which suggests everything from final deadline to stepped up 
withdrawal to transitional forces. I know you will exercise maximum 
discipline in Saigon to prevent speculation by either Embassy or military 
personnel up to the time of the Presidents announcement. 


Warm regards. 
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